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Chairmen Fonfara and Scanlon, Ranking Members Martin and Cheeseman, and 
distinguished members of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on S.B. 443, An Act Concerning the Tax Incidence 
Report, Tax Incidence Analyses and the Disclosure of Returns and Return Information. My 
name is Patrick Gibson and I serve as the Deputy Executive Director for Data, Policy, and 
Special Projects for the School and State Finance Project. 
 
 
Tax Incidence Report 
 

The School and State Finance Project supports the analysis of Connecticut’s tax 
incidence and the regular publication of the tax incidence report. We believe this report 
provides important knowledge and transparency on the impact of state and local 
revenue policy for all Connecticut residents. Accordingly, we support the proposed 
revisions to the tax incidence report requirements contained in S.B. 443, which will better 
equip policymakers and Connecticut residents to understand current and future impacts 
of revenue policy on taxpayers in the state.  
 
The School and State Finance Project also supports an additional statutory requirement 
for the tax incidence report to analyze tax incidence by population decile, in addition to 
income decile. While the most recent tax incidence report contained an analysis of tax 
incidence by income decile, as required by Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 201, § 12-7c, 
providing an additional analysis by population decile will provide a clearer, person-
centered understanding of the tax burden on the state’s lowest-income population 
decile (the 10% of Connecticut’s population with the lowest incomes) through the 
highest-income population decile (the 10% of Connecticut’s population with the highest 
incomes). Minnesota’s tax incidence study, well-regarded among practitioners, contains 
both types of incidence analysis and could serve as an example in this regard.1  
 
We also support additional investment in statewide data systems and collections to 
standardize classifications for data collection points such as land use and ownership, as 

                                                       
1 State of Minnesota, Department of Revenue, Tax Research Division. (2021). 2021 Minnesota Tax Incidence 
Study. St. Paul, Minnesota: Author. Retrieved from https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/2021-
03/2021%20Tax%20Incidence%20Study_0.pdf.  
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recommended in the most recent tax incidence report.2 Accurate data on property tax 
types, rates, and payers is crucial to understanding tax incidence given the relative size 
of property tax as part of the Connecticut tax burden, along with the regressive nature 
of this revenue stream. Improving the standardization of property tax data will pay 
dividends beyond improved analysis of tax incidence. 
 
Tax Incidence Analysis 
 

The School and State Finance Project supports the proposed new tax incidence analysis 
for legislative proposals contained in S.B. 443, which will provide real-time analysis of tax 
incidence during the legislative process and lead to improved understanding of policy 
impacts prior to policy changes. We support additional statutory requirements to 1) 
specify the timeline to which the Department of Revenue Services should adhere when 
fulfilling this type of request, and 2) in the interest of transparency and effective 
policymaking, to publicly share such analyses, when complete, on the website of the 
Connecticut General Assembly in a manner similar to the publication of “fiscal notes” 
prepared by the Office of Fiscal Analysis. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify on S.B. 443, and please feel free to reach 
out to me via the contact information below should you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patrick Gibson 
Deputy Executive Director for Data, Policy, and Special Projects 
School and State Finance Project 
patrick.gibson@schoolstatefinance.org 
 
 
About the School and State Finance Project 
Founded in 2015, the School and State Finance Project is a nonpartisan, nonprofit policy 
organization, focused on education funding and state finance issues, with a commitment to 
providing independent analysis, building public knowledge, improving transparency, and 
developing fair, sustainable solutions. 
 
The organization strives to serve as a trusted, independent source of accurate data, information, 
and research, and is focused on: 

• Increasing awareness and building public knowledge about Connecticut’s education 
finance system, state budget, and overall fiscal health; 

• Improving transparency around Connecticut’s education and state finances; 
• Working collaboratively to develop thoughtful, data-driven solutions that address 

Connecticut’s education funding and state finance challenges; and 
• Providing technical assistance to partner organizations seeking to solve education 

finance-related challenges. 
 
For more information about the School and State Finance Project, visit www.schoolstatefinance.org. 
                                                       
2 State of Connecticut, Department of Revenue Services. (2022). Connecticut Tax Incidence Study - Tax 
Year 2019. Hartford, CT: Author. Retrieved from https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DRS/Tax-
Incidence/Connecticut-Tax-Incidence-Study-TY2019.pdf. 


